CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
August 13, 2026

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, Justin Guinan, David Kellogg, Walt Perry, Bob Rossiter,
Kate Steele
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Anna McEwen
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Deputy West, MCSO

I CALL TO ORDER — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led in the flag
salute. He expressed his thanks for the opportunity to attend the annual Oregon Mayor’s
Association conference, noting the wonderful networking opportunities and connections he’d
made, a few of which resulted in future meetings to keep communication flowing.

18 WORKSESSION TOPICS

A. 2027-28 League of Oregon Cities Legislative Priorities — Top 5 Member Selections

The City Manager briefly explained the purpose of the task, noting the importance of the League’s
work, particularly for their advocacy of small cities throughout the state. Mayor Watkins sought
feedback from each Councilor, asking that they identify topics that they felt were important for the
City’s future. After which, Sarah Cook compiled the data and brief discussion took place to narrow
down the selections to the top 5, as requested by LOC. The top 5 topics selected by the City Council
were: 1. Transportation; 2. Land Availability & Land Use Streamlining; 3. Alcohol Revenue
Modernization; 4. Affordable Energy & Grid Hardening and Modernization; and, 5. Water &
Wastewater Workforce Development. There were many topics to choose from and the Council
considered a number of them, including but not limited to Infrastructure Funding, Public Meeting Law
Clarity, Telecom, Solar & Energy Efficiency.

B. FY 2026-27 Working Capital Carryover — FYI

Sarah Cook shared the data, indicating with the exception of one fund, all working capital carryover
came in higher than what was budgeted, which was always good and reflective of her conservative

efforts when preparing the budget for the coming year. The Council did not have any questions and
appreciated the information and financial position of the City.

1. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve; seconded by Councilor Perry.
Councilor Kellogg inquired about the invoice for Summit Water Resources and a seemingly
higher fuel bill, to which Jeff Buskirk explained the ongoing well drilling project oversight and
very high fuel costs nationwide. All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

V. VISITORS

Patti Ball provided an update on the mural project, which they were currently fundraising for and
indicated the Community Center would be painted soon as well. She also wondered why the topic of
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Economic Development wasn’t considered as one of the top priorities for the LOC. Council President,
David Kellogg responded that there were numerous topics to choose from and it was quite difficult
narrowing it down to just 5, noting there were several more he could have chosen if given the chance.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS - none

VI. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Perry moved to adjourn; seconded by Councilor Rossiter. All were
in favor and the meeting adjourned at 6:55pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 24t day of September, 2026.

SV L S

David Wa!tkbns, Mayor

ATTEST:

Sdrah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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