CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting

July 23, 2026
6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, Walt Perry, Kate Steele, David Kellogg, Justin Guinan
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Bob Rossiter, Anna McEwen (unexcused)
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD

. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led
in the flag salute.

1. PRESENTATION — Santiam Integration Services

Kimberly Dwyer introduced herself and spoke on the services and resources provided through
Santiam Integration Services, noting it was a program of Santiam Hospital & Clinics and included a
vast list of partners and collaborators. She provided statistics from the Jefferson team over the last
year, noting that the program served all people and was not income based. In the last year 2,481
individuals had been assisted by the program, of which 233 came out of Jefferson and 8 were funding
requests. To Councilor Guinan’s question regarding the continuation of the program after the Salem
Health merger, Kim indicated public comment was open, that there would be a DOJ hearing, and she
encouraged all to express their comments. In closing, she shared resource guides and other helpful
information. Councilors expressed their thanks and appreciation for the program and her efforts in
assisting community members.

. OLD BUSINESS — None
\"A NEW BUSINESS — None
V. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION

5.1 National Night Out — FYI, no discussion

5.2 2026 Election Information
Sarah Cook shared the application form and other resources with the Council and the public, pointing
out the deadline to submit applications to her. Mayor Watkins indicated his plan to re-run, providing
a brief summary of his extensive background in public service and local politics.

5.3 101t Annual LOC Conference
Mayor Watkins, Councilors Steele and Perry expressed their desire to attend the conference along
with the City Manager, who noted it would be held in Salem; therefore, there would not be lodging

expense to worry about. Councilor Perry commented that large cities were always envious of small
cities and fascinated by all that they could do with such limited staffing.
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA - Councilor Kellogg moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Perry. Allin
favor: Ayes — 4, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

VIl. COMMITTEE/DEPT UPDATES

Chamber: working on grant funds for mural; memorial frogs and wood plaques for purchase;
heroes day was a big success; night market continues

Planning: working on code amendments that will ultimately come before Council

Fire: elected a Board President; talk of financing, bulk going toward retro fit of building

School: no new info

Library: no new info

MWACT: no new info

VIIlL. VISITORS

Kim Kastl was present with her son, Braydon, who was working on obtaining his boy scout merit
badge by attending a local government meeting.

IX. COUNCIL & STAFF UPDATES

Councilor Perry expressed concern with recent meeting cancellations and the lack of agenda topics,
indicating he didn’t like the tone it was setting for the public, who should know they were there and
approachable. Mayor Watkins agreed they could do better at being more visible to the public, but felt
every town or business had lull’s and it’s share of up’s and down’s, which he believed was normal.
Councilor Guinan had mixed feelings because he too did not want to have meetings just to have
meetings; however, he felt consistency was important and two nights a month were set for the
Council to avail themselves to the public.

Sarah Cook shared information about contact she’d had with The Times of the Willamette Valley, a
newspaper that originated in Brownsville, but had branched out to cover news and events all over the
Willamette Valley. She said they’d already started covering Jefferson, staff would be sharing meeting
agendas and minutes, and the Library had already paid for an annual subscription of the weekly
newspaper.

Jeff Buskirk indicated Udell Engineering was working on plans for phase one (34 homes) to be located
on the available residential zoned property off of 9t", 10t & 11th.

MINUTES APPROVED this 24" day of September, 2026.

7N NI

DavidQNatkins, Mayor ATTEST:

éarah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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