CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
June 11, 2026

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Kate Steele, Justin Guinan, Bob Rossiter, David Kellogg, Mayor Watkins,
Walt Perry
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Anna McEwen
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Kyle Ward, Utility Foreman

1. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led
in the flag salute.

I WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. IGA w/MCSO for FY 2026-27 Police Services

The City Manager explained the negotiations that had taken place to date. She shared her extreme
concern with the significant increase in administrative fees over the last two years, which were passed
on from the County Commissioners who oversee the contract. Neither she nor MCSO understood
what the fees covered and there had been no response from the Commissioner’s office. After
insisting on a flat 10% admin fee, MCSO opted to absorb the rest of the fee in order to come to an
agreement with the City. Sarah Cook explained, while the outcome she had hoped for was met, she
still didn’t think it was fair that the Sheriff’s Office should pay the exorbitant fees either, particularly
when nobody could explain their purpose. In the end, the contract was settled at $801,120 and
Councilor Perry moved to approve it for FY 2026-27, followed by a second from Councilor Rossiter. All
in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

B. Utility Operator Il *NEW* Position

The Public Works Director, Jeff Buskirk, explained the purpose of creating separation between the
City’s long-standing Utility Operator position, which had historically been for any public works
employee that became certified at any level and with any number of certs. The new position allowed
for growth opportunity as state standards change that will require the City’s wastewater plant
designation to go to a level Ill, making it more difficult to find somebody with the adequate
certifications. Kyle Ward spoke on the data he had provided, which outlined the incredibly small pool
of certified operators in the 4 counties nearest to Jefferson. The new position creates a path fora
seasoned, multi certified employee to be on a different level than an employee who obtains one
certification after being here 2 years. Councilor Guinan moved to approve the creation of a Utility
Operator |l position at the COJ, including the job description for said position and the proposed salary
scale with Step 1 beginning at $4,731.27. Councilor Rossiter seconded. Allin favor: Ayes —5,
Opposed —0. APPROVED.

C. Resolution #1121, Authorizing COJ to Apply for a Local Government Grant from the OR
Parks & Rec Dept for a Restroom Facility to Complete Glenny’s Corner Park, and
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Delegating Authority to the City Manager to Sign the Application — Councilor Rossiter
moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Perry. Allin favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0.
APPROVED.

D. Heroes’ Day — Sarah Cook inquired about the Council’s interest in participating in the
upcoming parade, hosting a booth, or other ways to get involved. With only a few
Councilors available on the day of the event, it was suggested that name badges be
ordered so they could at least represent themselves as members of the City Council to
those they interacted with during the festival.

1. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Sarah Cook requested the Council accept the addition of
an invoice for Schneider Water Service for the well drilling project in the amount of $65.906.25
so the contractor did not have to wait an additional 2 weeks for payment. Jeff Buskirk spoke
on the project and timeline. Councilor Rossiter moved to approve the accounts payable with
the addition; Councilor Kellogg seconded. Allin favor: Ayes —5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

V. VISITORS

Wendy Sampels was seeking volunteers for the jelly and pickle tasting contest during Heroes’ Day,
which would take place at 1pm on the Conser House lawn.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Walt — encouraged everybody to be more aware of the kiddos in town with school being out for the
summer.

Kate — 2" night market was a success and a rough draft had been rendered for the mural project

Justin —indicated his schedule would vary greatly with fire season coming

VL. ADJOURNMENT - Councilor Kellogg moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Rossiter. All
were in favor and the meeting closed at 7pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 23" day of July, 2026.

R
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David Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:
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Sarah Cook, Citmanager/Recorder
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