CITY OF JEFFERSON
PLANNING COMMISSION
WORKSESSION
JULY 16, 2026

PRESENT: Mark Heinrich, David Pafundi, Jeramy Vargas, Jacquelyn Deeds

ABSENT: Michael Lloyd (excused)

ZOOM: None

STAFF: Deanna Donato, Deputy City Recorder. Liam Bean, MWVCOG contract planner, Curt
Fisher, MWVCOG

VISITORS: NONE

1. Call to Order: Jacquelyn called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and turned the meeting over
to Liam.

2. Update: 2025-27 DLCD Housing Assistance Grant/Zoning Ordinances: Liam began by
stating that the meeting would be covering the changes they had discussed last time, tables
that they had made for various sections of the Development Code vs. the lists that are
currently being used. Liam stated a lot of the changes had to do with definitions that were
changing by state statute. There will also be changes in attached dwelling types now being
able to become detached dwellings, these are also State level changes as this allows for more
middle housing options. The state also added definitions for Parent Lots and Child Lots in
middle housing land development. Other changes will include reduced (interior) side yard
setbacks, reduced rear yard setbacks to five feet, side yard reduced to 8 or 15 feet depending
on the amount needed for the Public Utility Easements (PUE). Lot dimensions will NOT be
changing. Building height will be increasing as height will no longer be based on how many
stories the building has. Another change per state statute, is that triplex and quadplexes can
be in every zone by right. Curt chimed in that this rule was adopted by the state and that they
must be affordable and accessible. A triplex can have 4 units and still be a triplex and the same
with a quadplex having 6 units and being a quadplex. Affordable housing will likely be covenant
restrictive or based of the County AMI. Liam and Curt both agreed that the rules were made for
areas like Portland and Metro Areas, not Jefferson. The options were mandated in order to
give options, and not all will work for Jefferson. Liam also stated some other changes will be in
how applications will be processed, Subdivisions will no longer go before Planning
Commission, but they will hear all appeals for Subdivision. He also said there were some
Comprehensive Plan changes in order to meet state standards. Curt and Liam went over some
of the other changes that would be coming in the near future, including changes to Public
Works Design Standards. Liam showed some examples of the new tables that he and Curt
had been working on vs. the old lists and all agreed the tables were much easier to
understand. The main thing Liam wanted to make clear is that the changes being made will
make the code clear, with a lot less ambiguity. He also informed the Commission that there
would need to be some changes to the Public Works Design standards as well. Liam paused
and asked the Commission if they had any questions with all the information as they were just
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given snippets of things. There was some discussion on what various definitions meant, who
decides what affordable and accessible consists of among other things. Hearing no other
questions, Liam encouraged the Commission to go home, look all the information in the packet
over and see if they had any other questions before moving this on to Council. Jacquelyn
asked if the Commission had any other question, hearing none they moved onto the next topic.
Approval of June 4, 2026 Minutes: Jacquelyn asked if everyone had read the minutes and if
they had any corrections or comments for the minutes. Hearing none, she asked for all in favor
and all were, minutes were approved unanimously.

Visitors: None

StaffilCommission Comments & Questions: Liam informed the Commission that he would
be out MOST of August for his wedding, and upon his return they would be having a public
hearing on August 20 that would be for a permit that was previously approved but was asking
for approval of a couple of changes. He said while he was out, the city would have access to a
planner that would be filling in for him as needed.

Adjournment: David Pafundi moved to adjourn and Mark seconded. All were in favor and
meeting ended at 7:31 pm.

MINUTES APPROVED THIS /D DAY OF ﬁmﬂ (s , 2026.
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