CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
March 12, 2026

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, Justin Guinan, Anna McEwen, David Kellogg, Bob
Rossiter, Walt Perry, Kate Steele
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD

. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led
in the flag salute.

H. WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. Fireworks Discussion

Councilor Kellogg announced he had brought the matter forward to see if there was interest amongst
Council in creating local rules to ban illegal fireworks, indicating the increase in citizen complaints
every time there was a holiday in which people celebrated with fireworks. The Fire Chief was in
attendance and offered his perspective, which was that fireworks always posed a risk and while he
was not opposed to rules, the issue would be enforcement, noting the Fire Dept was not the
enforcing authority. He pointed out the City of Salem’s firework ban that they struggled to enforce.
He suggested a group of people could put on a City display to help reduce the amount of people using
illegal fireworks. Councilor Guinan noted the City of Salem spent most of their time chasing calls and
even with fines, a deputy had to physically see a person lighting them. It was a frustrating topic, but
he didn’t believe the City could get a lot of ground on it.

Councilor Kellogg was bothered to hear that it was too hard to enforce and it seemed to him that the
deputy’s didn’t want to. He believed the City had a contract with MCSO and that they should have to
enforce what the City asked them to. Councilor Steele thought they should get input from the
deputies at another time, see what they suggested, and perhaps offer education on firework safety.

From the audience, Lane Chamberlin of Rockin’ Resale inquired about the possibility of a ban coming,
noting he was preparing to make a large order to sell at their store like they had done in previous
years. He was relieved to hear a fireworks ban would not affect the legal fireworks he sold.

B. Bid Award for Well Improvement

Jeff Buskirk spoke on the bids received, noting they came in a little higher than the engineers
estimate. He explained the process of moving the well rights from the old wells to the public works
facility where new wells would be drilled on site and run through the treatment plant if there was
ever a need to use them. Councilor Kellogg moved to award the bid for well improvements to
Schneider Water Services, per the recommendation of the City Engineer. Councilor Rossiter
seconded. All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

C. Annual Rate Review
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Sarah Cook proceeded through each category on the Fee List, discussing the fees associated with the
Library, Utility, Court, and General Administration. Connection fees were proposed to be increased to
account for current costs, new court administration fees were proposed to recover the in-house court
expenses, and minor language corrections were suggested to remove outdated references, such as
CD’s. The Council agreed to move forward with all suggestions.

The City Manager separated out the Planning/Development Fees for standalone discussion, noting
the City had historically charged less for some planning procedures and applications, as it was the
desire of the Council that they be offered as a service of the City. She believed it to be from when the
City employed an in-house Planner, which had not been the case in some time. A recent fee
comparison performed by the City’s contract Planner brought to light the need to dramatically update
the City’s fees, which led to Council discussion about whether or not the City should seek 100% cost
recovery, subsidize any portion, front load costs by way of a deposit, or start with a 50% - 75%
recovery option and work up to 100%. In any case, the Council was in agreement that the City should
charge full price of all applications. A motion by Councilor Kellogg, and seconded by Councilor
Rossiter, to add base fees to all planning related items at 100% was first approved 5 — 1, with
Councilor Guinan opposed, and then withdrawn by Councilor Kellogg as more discussion ensued
about the deposit method and costs of services delivered. In the end, staff was aware of the Council’s
intent to fully recover the costs and would bring back a fee resolution to accomplish that.

lni. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Perry moved to approve as presented, seconded by Councilor
Rossiter. All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

V. VISITORS

Dawn Moorefield, JSD Superintendent - sought input from community members and encouraged
them all to participate in a survey.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Councilor Perry enjoyed the dialogue amongst the Council and thought they’d lacked engagement
over the last year. He hoped for their continued involvement and more citizen attendance.

Sarah Cook shared the meeting date for hosting the Senior Class had been set for May 14™ at 10am.

Jeff Buskirk shared the Army Corps had provided notice of the drawdowns; however, they would be
doing it in phases, so he didn’t expect there to be issues like before.

VL. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Kellogg moved, seconded by Councilor Rossiter. All were in favor
and the meeting closed at 7:38pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 23 day of April, 2026.
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David \f@tkins, Mayor /M /7 ;

Sarah Cook, City Manager
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