CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession

February 12, 2026
6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Justin Guinan, David Kellogg, Mayor Watkins, Bob Rossiter, Anna McEwen,
Walt Perry, Kate Steele
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Deputy West, MCSO

. MEETING CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm
and led in the flag salute.

il. WORKSESSION TOPICS

A, Ordinance# 738, Amending Chapters 12.72 and 12.80 of Title 12 (Dev Code) of the
Jefferson Municipal Code

Sarah Cook confirmed the need for the ordinance, noting it was a correction of the previous ordinance
adopted at the prior Council meeting. Mayor Watkins proceeded to read the ordinance adoption
procedures and read Ordinance# 738 by title only for the first reading. Councilor Rossiter moved to
adopt the ordinance and pass it to the second reading by title only. Councilor Perry seconded. Allin
favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

Mayor Watkins read Ordinance# 738 by title only for the second reading. Councilor Rossiter moved to
adopt the ordinance and that the title of the ordinance become the ordinance. Councilor Perry
seconded. Roll Call Vote: Kellogg — aye; Guinan — aye; Steele — aye; McEwen — aye; Rossiter — aye; Perry —
aye. APPROVED.

B. 2025 Stormwater Report — FYI

Jeff Buskirk explained the purpose of the report, which was to provide education on stormwater policies
and plans to plant trees along waterways to keep creeks cooler. Conversation shifted to the Detroit Lake
and Green Peter draw down plans and how the plant could be impacted, with Jeff explaining the need
for the transfer of well rights. Though he did not anticipate problems from the upcoming draw downs,
he still hoped to have at least 2 wells online before the next drawdowns occurred in the fall.

C. E-Bike/Scooter Regulations — Discussion

Sarah Cook noted the topic was suggested by Councilor Kellogg at a previous meeting. She provided
information on existing ORS, noting the City did not have local laws on the matter, nor did other cities
she researched. Responding to Councilor Kellogg, Deputy West advised calling the non-emergency
number when witnessing the activity. A deputy would respond depending on call levels and availability.
He thought a better approach would be to provide public education and encourage people to call in so
that it would generate stats for a deputy to be aware of areas that could use more patrol. All agreed the
safety aspect was the main focus and any form of education on the matter would be beneficial. There
was brief discussion on various forms of education, including past safety fairs held in town.
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L. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Perry moved to approve the accounts payable and Councilor
Rossiter seconded. Discussion: Cascade to Coast was a short school for public works employee.
All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

IV. VISITORS

Patti Ball inquired about the Main Street project and how the historic buildings would be handled. Jeff
Buskirk explained the process of replacing the entire street, sidewalks, and some entryway steps,
including the Community Center. Patti provided an update on the 2" story Conser House renovations,
noting it was great to have light upstairs, and she hoped to have it open for tours on Heroes Day.

Wendy Sampels reminded everybody of the Lion’s Club Fundraiser concert and dessert at 7pm on May
21%; $15.

Debbie Brown expressed concern about the direction the country was headed and shared her fear of
Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) coming to Jefferson, wondering if the City had a plan in the
event that were to happen, noting they had arrived in neighboring communities. Pausing to collect her
emotions, Mayor Watkins commented that he immigrated to America and had been through the lengthy
process. It was his aim to keep the City running safely, and in a positive way; however, he added that the
City couldn’t form any sort of group or organization for that purpose. That said, he was aware of
church’s helping to assist people in need. Ms. Brown indicated she was pleased to discover the City’s
statement on racism and read it aloud so that others were aware. She shared a story of a local family
she’d known her whole life that reported to immigration every 6 months, as was required; however, they
were terrified to continue doing so because of the recent ICE activity. Councilor Steele shared
information about a local gentleman and his church that were helping people and she was pleased to
know there were people in the community helping protect their neighbors. Councilor Kellogg pointed
out the 3 minute visitor comment rule, noting it wasn’t usually enforced and he felt it needed to be.
Further, he requested that the record reflect his disagreement of every single thing Ms. Brown had
stated and that there were two sides to every story.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Councilor Perry shared information from the Marion County Material Management committee about
changes to recycling and the handling of trash, which may result in violators being fined.

Sarah Cook shared info about the Santiam Integration Conference being held in Jefferson on April 24t
The City was invited to do the opening/welcome remarks and she hoped all of them could attend.

VI. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Perry moved to adjourn. Councilor Kellogg seconded. All were in
favor and the meeting closed at 7:18pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 26" day of March, 2026.

XA f«x/Qa,_;\ ATTEST:

David Wéﬂins, Mayor ﬁ' /
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Sarah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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