CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting
January 22, 2026

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Kate Steele, Walt Perry, David Kellogg, Mayor Watkins, Anna McEwen,
Bob Rossiter
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Justin Guinan
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD
OTHERS PRESENT: Ryan Pasquarella, REDW Auditor

I.  CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led
in the flag salute.

Il.  FY 2024-25 AUDIT PRESENTATION

Ryan Pasquarella introduced himself, noted his time as the City’s auditor, and spoke briefly about the
firm he represented. At the start of his slideshow presentation, there was a brief pause in the
meeting (6:33pm) to address a highly inappropriate zoom interruption, which resulted in termination
of virtual meeting access for the duration of the meeting.

Back on track, Ryan proceeded through his slide show and spoke about the modified cash basis of
accounting the City operated on, which made things simpler in terms of budgeting and auditing and
was allowed by Oregon Budget Law. He spoke about the significant audit preparations and
expectations the City staff was responsible for and complimented their work, which he pointed out
was always complete and efficient. There were no audit recommended changes in accounting
policies, adjustments, uncorrected misstatements, deficiencies, or internal controls. He noted the
City’s compliance with Oregon Minimum Financial Standards, public budget laws, publications, gas tax
and SDC usage, contracts & procurements, and all other required audit criteria. He spoke on the
City’s practice of saving money for capital projects, noting Jefferson was a lot better off than many
other cities. To Councilor McEwen’s question, Ryan indicated his best guess on the health of the City’s
General Fund was 80™ percentile, also better than a lot of other cities. There were no other questions
and the Council thanked him for attending.

. OLD BUSINESS

3.1 Ordinance #737, Amending Sections 12.04, 12.32, 12.72, 12.76, 12.80, 12.84, 12.88, 12.90,
12.92, 12.96, 12.100, 12.104, and Adding Chapter 12.98 of Title 12 (Development Code) of the
Jefferson Municipal Code

Mayor Watkins read the required ordinance adoption language, confirming there were no abstentions
and no Councilor wished for the ordinance to be read in full, after which he proceeded to read
Ordinance #737 by title only. Councilor Kellogg moved to adopt Ordinance #737 and pass it to the
second reading by title only. Councilor Perry seconded. All in favor: Ayes —5, Opposed — 0.
APPROVED.
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Mayor Watkins read Ordinance #737 by title only for the second reading. Councilor Perry moved to
adopt Ordinance #737 and that the title of the ordinance become the ordinance. Councilor Rossiter
seconded. Roll Call Vote: Perry — Aye; Rossiter — Aye; McEwen — Aye; Steele — Aye; Kellogg — Aye.
APPROVED.

V. NEW BUSINESS — None
V. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION
5.1 2026 City Council Calendar of Worksession Topics

The City Manager explained she had filled in topics that reoccurred annually and noted others at the
bottom, which had not yet been scheduled for a set date. She encouraged the Council to think of
other topics they’d like staff to research or information they’d want brought back to a Worksession for
more in-depth discussion. Councilor McEwen was interested in finding out more about a youth
representative on the Council, adding a civility statement regarding conduct, creating a committee for
inclusivity, and food pods. Mayor Watkins pointed out the City had created laws that set criteria to
allow food pods in Jefferson and it was up to property owners to decide to do that, noting it was not
the City’s place to tell them what they should build upon private property. There was language in the
Council rules, which were updated recently, that accounted for a youth representative on Council as
well as expectations on behavior and conduct of the City Council and citizens at Council meetings.
Councilor Steele added there were some great workshops that had Councilor homework pages or
webinars they could watch to learn ways to better represent the City, things to say or not, and also
liked the idea of a third party hosting a Town Hall outside of the Chambers; a less formal environment.

Councilor Kellogg revisited a couple topics he’d brought up in the past, but the Council at the time did
not have interest in pursuing further information on them: E-bikes/Scooters and a fireworks ban. He
suggested at least looking into what other cities had in terms of regulation on e-bikes/scooters, noting
his interest in promoting safety. As far as fireworks, he indicated the large number of social media
posts from unhappy citizens every year and wondered if the City should consider local regulations,
which would result in a fine, rather than relying on state law, which was a felony offense and likely
why it wasn’t often enforced. Councilor Rossiter liked the idea but wasn’t sure how effective it would
be. Councilor Perry agreed, noting it should be done soon if they hoped to implement something the
current year. Councilor Kellogg indicated he would chat with the Fire Chief and local deputies to get
their input and insight. E-Bike/Scooter regs was added to the February Worksession and Fireworks
was added to March. No other topics were added to the calendar.

5.2 Mid-Year City Financial Update — FYI, Sarah Cook noted the information was provided at the
half way point of the fiscal year and referenced main columns included in the report. There
were no questions or comments from the Council.

VI, CONSENT AGENDA — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Perry.
Discussion: the invoice for Plastech was for two new public works PC’s. All in favor: Ayes—5,

Opposed —0. APPROVED.
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VIil. COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Chamber — Souper Supper 5pm Saturday, Seed Swap & Rummage Sale, working on a $10k grant app,
mural project coming soon

Planning — No new info

Fire Board — seismic update setback, Chief contract renewal coming soon

School Board — serious financial trouble in school districts across the state; decline in attendance;
more students set to graduate next year than new students coming in.

Library — hired new Assistant; Director’s 5 year; FOL purchased 2 dedicated hotspots for Jefferson
residents only; STEM activities with OSU and 4-H seeing good participation; spring reading program
coming soon.

MWACT & Parks — no new info

VIII.  VISITORS
Patti Ball spoke on the upcoming Community Partner’s Meeting and the major funding deficiencies for
many community organizations, including the high school track replacement, Fire Dept building, and

Parks & Rec pool building. Adding to Councilor Rossiter’s update on schools, she shared that Corvallis
was closing a middle school and elementary school in the coming year.

IX. COUNCIL & STAFF COMMENTS

There were no comments from Council. Jeff Buskirk quickly shared the Engineer was preparing the
design of Main Street.

X. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Perry moved to adjourn. Councilor Kellogg seconded. There was
no discussion, all were in favor, and the meeting closed at 7:42pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 26" day of February, 2026.

AR~

David Své’tkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

Aol (ol

Safah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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