CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting

October 23, 2025
6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, David Kellogg, Kate Steele, Walt Perry, Justin Guinan, Bob
Rossiter, Anna McEwen
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Brianna Hutley, Finance Clerk; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Shawn Connelly, MCSO

. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led in
the flag salute.

II. OLD BUSINESS — None
lll. NEW BUSINESS
3.1 Volunteer Application for Planning Commission

Applicant, Jeramy Vargas, was present and Mayor Watkins asked him to provide the Council with a brief
summary about himself. Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the applicant for the Planning Commission
and Councilor Rossiter seconded. All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

3.2 City Council Emails

Brianna Hutley gave a brief overview about the City’s current email situation and the two options
provided in the memo from the City Manager, which included maintaining the current system utilized by
staff, but increasing the space to accommodate the additional emails that would be added, or moving to
google workspace, which allowed far more space per user, was easier to navigate, but came at an
increased cost.

Councilor Kellogg was curious who the responsible party would be for failing to respond to a formal
public records request (the City or the individual), which Brianna noted she would have to confirm with
the City Manager. Councilor McEwen inquired if the City had an IT person/department and if it was
capable of hosting their own website, to which Brianna explained the City did host and maintain/update
the website; however, there were costs associated with maintaining the jeffersonoregon.org domain.
Mayor Watkins thought it would be a good idea to have the Councilor emails run through the City for
better management of the records and Councilor Guinan agreed, noting it was better business practice.
Councilors Rossiter and Kellogg preferred to wait on making a decision until more information was
available regarding public records requests and responsible parties. There was a general consensus
amongst the Council to table the email topic to the December meeting.

3.3 License Plate Reader (LPR) Technology

Deputy Connelly with the Marion County Sheriff’s Office provided an overview about the license plate
readers and how they would benefit the City and their overall police work, noting the location of the
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LPR’s was not yet known, as the install team was waiting to do their assessment in Jefferson until a
decision had been made on whether or not they would be approved for purchase. To Councilor Kellogg’s
question, Deputy Connelly provided information on how the LPR’s operated and the data it captured,
noting they would scan every license plate that went by, but it would only make available specific
information a deputy entered into the system when it was looking for something. Councilor Guinan
spoke on the value of the cameras from personal experience and said they would be an incredible tool
for the Deputy’s. Councilor McEwen asked what the benefit to the City would be and where the
information would be stored, to which Deputy Connelly explained that the cameras could play a crucial
role in helping with Amber alerts, stolen cars, kidnappings, as well as bridging the coverage deficit in
Jefferson. MCSO would store the data and only those sworn personnel would have access to it.
Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the purchase of 2 license plate readers and Councilor Guinan
seconded. Allin favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

\TA DISCUSSION/INFORMATION
4.1 Cash Allocation by Fund Report- FYl

Brianna Hutley noted the City’s annual audit had just been completed and the report provided by the
City Manager was a summary of the fund balances to date, for their information.

V. CONSENT AGENDA

Councilor Rossiter moved to approve the consent agenda; seconded by Councilor Perry. Allin favor: Ayes
— 6, Opposed - 0. APPROVED.

VL COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Chamber — 15 scavenger hunt participants; light parade December 13.

Planning — no new info
Fire Board — Attempting a start up youth fire club; February 2026 seismic rehab starts; Fire Chief

evaluation in November.

School District — all schools SIA funds have been cut 58K; planning after school choir and band club due
to cutting music programs.

Library — Pumpkin painting had a large turnout; Winter reading program starting soon

TAC — no new info
City Parks — no new info; Mayor inquired about the welcome sign and the Public Works Director

indicated the power still needed to be installed first.
Vil VISITORS

Patti Ball, Historical Society - briefly shared information on the renovations to the City owned Jacob
Conser House. Also, during Pumpkin Fest, they had a table for the school district track & field proposals,
noting they were looking for 200 people to give $100 for the geological survey required for the
construction of a new field. She also gave a summary on what she learned while attending the Main
Street Conference as a member of the City’s Landmark’s Advisory Commission.
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Wendy Sampels, Museum — The Museum was creating a 2026 calendar and looking for pictures of
Jeffersons dogs. She also shared that the Historical Society would be doing its wreath fundraiser soon.

Linda Baker, FOL - Maple Magic on November 8t and the Lions Club food drive for the Food Pantry on
now.

VIIl. COUNCIL & STAFF COMMENTS - None
IX. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Kellogg moved to adjourn, seconded by Councilor Perry. All were in

favor and the meeting closed at 7:22pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 11t day of December, 2025.

David W:Sﬂdns, Mayor

ATTEST:

g@ﬁ, (ol
Sarah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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