CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
September 11, 2025

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, David Kellogg, Walt Perry, Bob Rossiter, Kate Steele
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Kyle Ward, PW Foreman (zoom)

I CALL TO ORDER — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led in the flag
salute.

. WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. City Council Applicant Interviews

Two applicants were present, Justin Guinan and Anna McEwen. Mayor Watkins read the opening
statement that laid out the process for the interviews and addressed Anna first, followed by Justin.
Both answered 5 predetermined questions about what they could bring to the City Council, what their
interests were, their understanding of the local government role, and their top priorities for the town.

At the conclusion of the interviews, Councilor Kellogg moved to postpone a final decision until a third
applicant, who notified the City Manager earlier in the day that she would be unable to attend, could
respond. Councilor Perry seconded. Discussion: Councilor Steele inquired if either applicant had
considered running for Council before, to which they both indicated that they had and thought it
would be a great opportunity to give it a try since there was only little over a year left of the term.
Councilor Rossiter recalled when he joined the Council and felt the two applicants were both well
qualified and willing to learn, to which Councilor Steele agreed adding that, if nothing else, the other
applicant could have called or zoomed in if she couldn’t be present in person. Allin favor: Ayes — 2,
Opposed — 2 (Steele, Rossiter). TIE. Per the Jefferson Charter, which allows the Mayor to vote only in
the event of a tie, Mayor Watkins voted against the motion. FAILED

Councilor Rossiter moved to appoint both applicants to the 2 vacant seats and Councilor Steele
seconded. Ayes— 2, Opposed — 2 (Perry, Kellogg). TIE. In order to break the tie, Mayor Watkins voted

in favor of the motion. APPROVED.
B. Oath of Office/Swear In

Mayor Watkins separately administered the oaths of office to both Anna McEwen and Justin Guinan,
and they were welcomed to the dais.

. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Perry moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Rossiter. All
in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

V. VISITORS
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Linda Baker, FOL — shared information on the upcoming Maple Magic event they were sponsoring at
the Library and passed out candy to all.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Councilor Rossiter thanked the two new Councilors for their willingness to join the Council and
encouraged them to be open minded, listen to opposing sides and viewpoints of others without
getting upset or taking it personally. Other Councilors welcomed them with advice and information as
well, and Councilor Kellogg explained that his vote of no was because of process, not personal, as he

was a very analytical person.

VI. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Perry moved, seconded by Councilor Kellogg. All were in favor
and the meeting closed at 7:15pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 23" day of October, 2025.

CTEA e~

David Wé‘t&ins, Mayor

ATTEST:

éarah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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