CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting
August 28, 2025

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Kate Steele, Walt Perry, Mayor Watkins, David Kellogg, Bob Rossiter
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Deanna Donato, Deputy City Recorder; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Deputy Connelly and
West, MCSO

I. Call to Order/Flag Salute - Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and led in the flag
salute.

Il. Old Business- None

Ill. New Business

3.1 Volunteer Application for Planning Commission

A message from the City Manager was shared, indicating that while the applicant had expressed interest
in both the PC and LAC, Council only needed to appoint him to the PC, if they chose, as he could then be
the PC liaison to the LAC, which was vacant. Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the applicant to the
Planning Commission and assign him as the PC liaison to the LAC liaison, if the applicant chose to be;
Councilor Steele seconded. All in favor: Ayes — 4, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

IV. Discussion/Information

4.1 Filling Council Vacancies

Responding to the Mayor’s call for Council questions, Councilor Perry felt the point of the discussion was
to make sure they asked questions of the candidates that would prompt responses indicating that they
knew what it meant to be on the Council. Councilor Rossiter wanted to make sure the candidates were
informed of the expectations- meaning attending at least 3 meetings a month, depending on liaison
appointments. The Deputy Recorder reminded them of the sample questions in their packets provided by
the City Manager and that she anticipated spending about 15 minutes per applicant. She confirmed one
application had been submitted, and others had requested volunteer forms, but not yet returned them.

V. Consent Agenda — Councilor Perry moved to approve; Councilor Steele seconded. Discussion: Jeff
Buskirk explained additional backflow devices increased annual testing costs, and the invoice for the LED
light conversion throughout town. All in favor: Ayes — 4, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

VI. Committee/Department Updates

Chamber — The mural on side of Santiam Market coming soon; seeking artist

Planning — no new info

Fire Board — no new info

School District- Cell phone use policy was the hot topic and must be in effect by January
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Library - no new info
TAC — no new info
City Parks — no new info

VIIi. Visitors

Deputy Connelly shared concerns about the parking issues at the boat ramp, specifically related to safety
and accessibility of first responder access to water rescues. As it was, when the gate was shut, it allowed
4-6 cars to park along the sides, depending on their size, which not only tremendously restricted access
for Fire Dept apparatus to get down the ramp in an emergency, but also made it difficult for vehicles with
a boat on a trailer to back down safely. He shared the numerous complaints from area residents who
were continually having issues with floaters parking in or blocking their driveway, unloading and leaving
trash on their properties, sometimes becoming contentious, etc.

Deputy Connelly went on to explain how the Jefferson deputies and the Fire Department had discussed
possible solutions and came up with the idea to move the gate closer to the top of the ramp entrance,
which they felt would remove parking for the most part on the ramp. Additionally, so resident driveways
weren’t being blocked by people using the river, he suggested adding signs up indicating “no parking on
asphalt”, “no parking” or “unloading area only”. He pointed out the ultimate goal was to reduce the
number of negative interactions between those using the river and law enforcement and/or neighboring
residents. Further, he shared the Riverview Park fencing was also being damaged, as people were pulling it
up to create their own river access, and they would be watching to make arrests. He suggested a large
sign be added on the site indicating “NO RIVER ACCESS”. Deputy West noted they were seeking Council
support on the matter and wanted to let them know what some of the concerns had been. It was their
hope that there could be a collaboration between the Fire Department, City Council, and MCSO to
establish a resolution that would make it safer for all. Councilor Kellogg agreed and asked if an ordinance
was needed, to which Jeff Buskirk said no and that he would meet with them to discuss needed signage
and other avenues to remedy the problem. All of Council was in agreement.

Patti Ball provided an update on Edna Campau’s condition and the community support that was taking
place to make the access to her home safer for her return. She also confirmed with Public Works that the
Community Center did not need to try and raise funds for sidewalks in relation to the future Main Street
project, since they were already existing.

VIIl. Council/Staff Updates — None

IX. Adjournment — Councilor Kellogg moved to adjourn and Councilor Steele seconded. All were in
favor and the meeting ended at 7:05pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 25t day of September, 2025.

w/\, ATTEST:
David Wat\l%lns, Mayor ; M 2’ :

Sa’?ah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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