CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession

May 8, 2025
10:00am
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, David Kellogg, Kate Steele, Bob Rossiter, Chandra
Cruikshank, Walt Perry
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Charles Vickery
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Kyle Ward, PW Foreman

I CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE/WELCOME CLASS OF 2025

Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 10:05am, led in the flag salute, welcomed the senior
class of Jefferson High School, and expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to continue the
tradition of hosting them.

1. WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. Recommendation for Award: Main St. Welcome Park Phase |

Sarah Cook provided information on what would be involved with phase |, which mostly included
ground work such as bringing in the utilities & irrigation, pouring walking paths, cement benches
along sidewalk, and a new welcome to Jefferson sign. Councilor Rossiter moved to approve the
recommendation to award the bid to Knife River, to which Councilor Kellogg seconded. Allin favor:
Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

B. Annual Rate Review

Sarah Cook provided background on the City Council’s responsibility in reviewing and setting all the
fees charged by the City, from Library fines to system development charges and everything in
between. She worked her way down the fee list, highlighting fees by department. With the exception
of a few minor changes in relation to the Library operations, which were passed down by CCRLS, there
were no other recommendations for change. There was a consensus amongst the Council and the
resolution would be brought back to the following meeting for adoption.

C. Q & A with JHS Seniors

Mayor Watkins opened the floor to the senior class, encouraging them to engage in conversation and
ask questions of them. When asked what the purpose of the Council was, Mayor Watkins spoke
about their roles and authority, how they were each elected by the citizens to represent all of them.
Councilor Perry added they were there to serve the City and all its residents. Councilor Kellogg
provided information on the form of government, where no one Councilor had any authority without
the whole body, and pointed out the City Manager and Public Works Director’s roles. Further
conversation ensued with the students, who asked questions about road maintenance, incentives for
sidewalks, what people came to the Council for, and the requirements to be on the Council. Jeff
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Buskirk spoke on the extremely limited funds for streets and sidewalks, availability of grants, and the
high costs of projects. It was noted that generally, there weren’t many citizens that attended Council
meetings unless they were upset about something, to which all agreed they wished it were different.
The Council encouraged the youth to get involved, attend meetings, ask questions, learn about the
communities they lived in, for their future and generations to come. Councilor Rossiter spoke on the
positive work of the Council, much of which went on behind the scenes, such as the extensive
improvements to the historic Conser House, implementation of the historic home awards, park
designs, and more. The Council shared information on the City’s funding sources and decades long
proactive approach of saving money for big ticket projects so as not to have to borrow as much when
the time came, pointing out the recent completion of the water treatment plant as an example.
Councilor Cruikshank added that she and her fellow Councilors were generational thinkers; they
looked ahead to the future needs of the City and put plans in place for future generations. In closing,
Councilors and staff went down the table providing brief bio’s and length of service.

Il ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve, seconded by Councilor
Kellogg. Allin favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

. VISITORS — None

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS
The Mayor and Council thanked the students and school staff for attending, interacting, and further
encouraged their future community involvement. Jeff Buskirk shared that there was a great number
of jobs available in the public works field.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Councilor Perry moved to adjourn. Councilor Kellogg seconded. All were in favor and the meeting
adjourned at 11:20am.

MINUTES APPROVED this 26 day of June, 2025.

David V\}ajtkins, Mayor

ATTEST:
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Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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