CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting
April 24, 2025

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Watkins, David Kellogg, Bob Rossiter, Walt Perry, Chandra
Cruikshank, Kate Steele, Charles Vickery
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Kyle Ward, PW Foreman; Alex
Kemmer, PW Operator; Deanna Donato, CR; Deputy Connelly & Jones,
MCSO

l CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and
led in the flag salute.

. OLD BUSINESS
2.1 Resolution# 1110, Adopting Council Rules & Procedures, Repealing Resolution# 1055

Sarah Cook, City Manager, noted the change was made from the Council’s prior review and it was
ready for their adoption, to which Councilor Kellogg moved and Councilor Perry seconded. Allin
favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

. NEW BUSINESS

3.1 PC Resignation — Edie O’Niel’s resignation was accepted, reluctantly.
Iv. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION

4.1 Request for Additional Code Enforcement Waiver Re: 2" St. Food Pod

Mayor Watkins opened the agenda topic by first addressing the Council and crowd, explaining the
history of the matter to date, the status of the property owners submitted materials, that there would
be no public comments taken except for the property and food truck owners, and indicated it was
staff’s recommendation that the Council not decide or vote on the topic that evening because they
were in the middle of an existing extension already and the PC had not yet made a decision on the
site plan that was submitted earlier in the month. With that, the Mayor called for the property owner
and food truck owners to address the Council.

Cheyenne Ruiz, owner of Retro Burger, expressed concern with the 6 month extension earlier
provided by the City, noting that with the state timelines it would be nearly impossible to get through
the Planning process in that amount of time, and indicated how much more difficult it was in
Jefferson to establish a food pod than other cities. The property owner, Jay Singh, added that it had
taken 45 days to get the property surveyed, additional time for engineering, and was currently waiting
on plans approval through the PC, which he understood would be scheduled in June. Wilfrido, the
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owner of La Bendicion food truck indicated he shared the same feelings as Cheyenne; they just
wanted to stay open, working, and serving the community of Jefferson.

Council Comments/Questions:

In response to Councilor Perry’s question about liability risks, both Jeff Buskirk and Sarah Cook
explained the concerns with improper connections to the City’s water and sanitary systems, which
would not only impact the water source for the community, but also risk the City being held
accountable and heavily fined, if ever there were an incident. Simply put, it was a violation of state
law. Cheyenne Ruiz commented that they were self-contained and fully compliant with Marion
County standards, to which Jeff Buskirk pointed out, on several occasions he’d noted both food trucks
had hoses into the City’s sewer and connected hoses to fill their water, indicating they were not self-
contained, to which Cheyenne agreed was true, but that they could be self-contained.

Councilor Vickery confirmed they could be self-contained then, relieving the City of the risk of liability,
and added that he enjoyed the food trucks, wanted them to stay, and didn’t think 6 months was long
enough when they asked for it back in December. Councilor Steele was sympathetic to the situation
the food truck owners were in and expressed her appreciation to them for coming. Indicating she was
the newest Council member, she was curious how the 6 month timeline was selected and why there
hadn’t been an update for the City Council in several months. Jay repeated his earlier statement
about the time it had taken to get things going and was confident that once the site plan was
approved by the PC, he could have the pod done in a month since he was only planning for 2 trucks
now and would expand later, further adding that his engineers had been in continuous contact with
Liam, the City’s contract Planner, along the way. Moving on, Councilor Rossiter expressed his hope for
the food trucks to continue operating as well; however, Council couldn’t overlook the safety and legal
aspect, and he was particularly concerned about a statement in their letter requesting a waiver “until
the pod was developed”, noting that was too open-ended and the importance of having a definitive
end date for the Council to work with. Councilor Kellogg repeated the Mayor’s opening comment that
it was too early to discuss an extension right then. He reminded everybody that the law went into
effect a year ago, in May 2024, that it was not that Council’s fault no action had been taken since it
was adopted, and that it was that Council who already allowed a 6-month extension. He was
concerned about the lack of urgency on the property owner’s part and further reminded the Council
that they represented an entire community, not just the land and food truck owners in that particular
case; a lawsuit would affect everybody. Councilor Kellogg strongly cautioned them about setting a
precedence, where they would be expected to do the same for the next, and the next. Staff
recommended that the Council do nothing right then, and for the reasons already stated, he agreed.

When asked what his next steps were, Jay indicated the site plan would go to the Planning
Commission in June and then he’d be ready to move ahead. Jeff Buskirk quickly added, the site plan
approval from the PC was only the first step. After that, the plans had to go through Public Works
standards as well as the City Engineer civil plans review. Jay stated his engineer was on standby and
could make whatever changes were necessary; assuring the Council that he was on top of it and
would get it done. Councilor Vickery felt the PC timeline was too slow and the City needed to do
whatever they could to speed up the process to get the plans in front of them sooner. Sarah Cook
explained the required land use regulations, including posting the property, preparing mailers to send
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to surrounding properties within a certain number of feet, and allowing a comment period. That
process would not be complete in time for the PC’'s May meeting date; however, the City Council had
2 meetings in June and both of them would be after the PC meeting, so there was ample time to
notify the Council of the PC’s decision. The Council all agreed.

V. CONSENT AGENDA — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Vickery.
Jeff Buskirk offered clarification on the payment to the City Attorney regarding land
ownership. Allin favor: Ayes —6, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

VI. COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Chamber — trifold out; $50 to join Chamber, Night Market next week; Hero’s Day June 28t

PC —no new info

Fire — new board member; adopted Ord to amend fees

School — phone svc and internet reached end of shelf life; transition from Win 10 to 11
Library — no new info

TAC = no new info

Parks — No meeting, but Welcome Park Phase | was out to bid

Vil.  VISITORS

Megan Schuster, Chamber President — attended a regional Chamber meeting and learned information
about Main St. projects in other communities, possibility of grant opportunities for non-profits, and
obtained some contacts; she would keep the City Manager in the loop. Patti Ball added the Chamber
membership was up to 40 people, the flower baskets were up on Main St., and the deadline to be
included in the 2" trifold was May 19th.

VIll. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS — None
IX. ADJOURNMENT - Councilor Perry moved to adjourn; seconded by Councilor Kellogg. All

were in favor and the meeting closed at 7:17pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 22" day of May, 2025.

CEstdade

David Watki ins, Mayor

ATTEST:

el il Upiles

Saréh ‘CJook City Manager/Recorder
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