CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession

January 9, 2025
6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: David Kellogg, David Watkins, Chandra Cruikshank, Charles Vickery, Bob
Rossiter, Walt Perry, Kate Steele
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD

. CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — New elected Mayor, David Watkins called the meeting to
order at 6:30pm and led in the flag salute.

1. WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. Oath of Office/Swear In

City Manager, Sarah Cook administered the Oath of Office to David Watkins for his new elected
position as Mayor. Mayor Watkins administered the Oaths of Office to both Kate Steele and Walt
Perry for their new elected positions as City Councilors.

B. Election of 2025 City Council President

Councilor Perry nominated David Kellogg and Councilor Vickery seconded. There were no other
nominations. All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed —0.  APPROVED.

C. 2025 Council Liaison Appointments

Mayor Watkins spoke on meetings he and the City Manager had with representatives of the AAMPO
regarding the City’s relationship and questions about the value of participating. He felt it made more
sense for the City to step back from that group and focus on developing a better relationship with the
Marion County MPO group; therefore, he removed MWACT/MPO from the liaison list for the time
being. Councilor Perry pointed out the value in maintaining participation in the Technical Advisory
Committee portion and was assigned liaison to that group. Councilor Steele, who already participated
heavily in Chamber activities, took on that liaison position. All other Councilors kept the liaison roles
they had: Planning — Councilor Vickery; Fire Board, School Board & City Parks — Councilor Rossiter;
Library — Councilor Cruikshank.

D. Review of Council Rules: Resolution# 1055

Sarah Cook explained that it was typical for the Council to review the rules after each election; not
only to inform new Councilors of the processes, procedures, guidelines and expectations, but also to
take the opportunity to review, update and make changes where necessary. Mayor Watkins preferred
that they not go through the rules section by section and suggested the Council send their feedback
to the City Manager for any potential changes. Sarah Cook indicated she was hoping for some
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dialogue with the Council, as there were a lot of areas that could use updating. With their feedback,
she could rewrite the rules and bring them back for adoption. In a brief review, Councilor Kellogg
pointed out that the rules were lacking any language about social media parameters or expectations,
indicating the need for it after attending the LOC conference where it was discussed. Other areas
mentioned for correction included committee reports, which the rules indicated would be written,
and the lack of language pertaining to the understanding that there should be no expectation of a
decision on a topic that was not on the agenda, particularly when brought up under the visitor
section. Councilor Vickery commented that he thought a little back and forth discussion amongst the
Council and audience normalized the meeting more and that kind of communication was good to
have. Councilor Kellogg identified section 14, which called for a sergeant at arms to attend the
meetings, to which the Council agreed they should as they were able, noting it served an important
safety purpose. Mayor Watkins encouraged the Council to send any further feedback to the City
Manager, who indicated she would bring back updated and rewritten rules to a future meeting for
their consideration and adoption.

. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve; seconded by Councilor Perry.

Councilor Kellogg confirmed the higher Pacific Power bill was for two new LED light poles.
All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

Iv. VISITORS

Linda Baker, Filbert St — added her full support for a deputy being present at the Council meetings,
noting an hour of their time spent in the room with the community was time well spent.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Both Walt Perry and Kate Steele expressed their thanks to the Council and community and other
Councilors welcomed and congratulated them.

VL. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Perry moved to adjourn, followed by Councilor Rossiter’s
second. All were in favor and the meeting closed at 6:58pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 27" day of February, 2025.

A Oaxdlen

David Watkins, Mayor

ATTEST:

C“ Az s / e

Sarah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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