CITY OF JEFFERSON
Regular Council Meeting & Executive Session
December 12, 2024

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: David Watkins, David Kellogg, Bob Rossiter, Mayor Myers, Charles
Vickery, Keonali Hutley
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Chandra Cruikshank
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD; Deanna Donato, Dep CR; Ryan

Pasquarella, Auditor

I CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Myers called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and
led in the flag salute.

1. FY 2023-24 Audit Presentation

Auditor, Ryan Pasquarella introduced himself, provided background on the auditing firm and their
time as the City’s auditor, and gave a brief summary of the audit report. He noted the audit process
went very smooth, with the small exception of staff turnover in the auditing team which caused a
slight delay on their part. He explained the difference in the audit reports from the last couple prior
years, which was due to the amount of federal dollars spent in those years, which was not the case in
the current audit year. There were no items of concern, recommendations for adjustments, or any
findings that reflected upon the audit negatively. He pointed out the Management Discussion &
Analysis (MD&A) was the first section in the audit report, which was prepared annually by the City
Manager using data from the financial reports of the audit. That report provided a general overview
of the full audit. In short, because he knew the Council had pressing topics on the agenda, Ryan
noted the bottom line was that the City had a good audit, with no findings, and was financially stable.
In closing he reminded the Council that he was available year-around, not just during audit season, for
any questions that might come up.

i. OLD BUSINESS — None
v. NEW BUSINESS
4.1 DMV Annual Business Certificate Renewal — given the annual renewal requirement of the
license, and that nothing had changed, there was no discussion. Councilor Kellogg moved to
approve the license renewal; seconded by Councilor Watkins. All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed —

0. APPROVED.

4.2 MC Certified Election Results — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve the results; seconded by
Councilor Vickery. All in favor: Ayes —5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

V. DISCUSSION/INFORMATION

5.1 Background Info Re: Food Truck Units & Pods
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Mayor Myers, first noting the tremendous amount of Facebook time the topic had received, also
noting the large amount of misinformation going around, asked the City Manager to provide a
timeline and background on what had taken place thus far in regard to the existing food truck permits
and changes in policies for individual food trucks vs. pods. Sarah Cook began the timeline when staff
first brought the idea of a food pod policy to the City Council, which had been denied because the
Council did not like the idea of the City being the owners/operators; however, staff was asked to
research the food truck pod policies of other cities. She spoke on the temporary itinerant merchant
permit that was utilized in the meantime for the first one, then later two, food trucks that were
placed on Mr. Singh’s property. Given the staff turnover in the Planning department and other
business of the City taking priority, the food truck pod policies were not at the forefront of staff’s to-
do list for some time; however, when the Public Works Foreman brought forth growing concerns
surrounding backflow devices, grease traps and interceptors, water/sewer hook up’s, self-
containment and dumping concerns, etc. staff dedicated time in researching and updating the code
through the City’s legal counsel. She noted that during the lengthy process, existing temporary
permits had expired and had been renewed, which included updated language on the City’s
application forms to ensure the public works requirements were being met, even in the temporary
state of the truck’s placements. Sarah continued the timeline up to and through when the City
Council reviewed and adopted the food truck pod code, which included a public hearing. She
confirmed with her staff that, while not in writing, at least one of the food truck owners had been
informed of the coming changes to the rules through conversation at the site, as well as over the
phone; however, it was the owner of the property that the City was required to notify and
communicate with and that had been done. She pointed out that while the new rules had gone into
effect many months ago, staff chose not to enforce them upon the existing food trucks and instead,
allowed their temporary permits to run the full length to the end of the year.

Mayor Myers opened public comments and there were many, most of which did not include
announcement of a name for the record, but expressed concerns about the number of apartments
the City had allowed therefore the food trucks were needed, falsely requiring a paved lot, and
pointing out the community involvement of the food truck owners. Owner of the property, Jay Singh,
announced that he had submitted an application that day to bring his lot up to the food pod
standards, noting he was working with an engineer, and sought permission of the Council to allow the
2 food trucks to stay while development occurred. Megan Schuster, owner of Santiam Market, also
announced they had submitted a food pod application to the City for vacant property they owned at
the corner of Main & Ferry St. and expressed concern about who's decision it would be to decide
which pod was approved or not. The City Manager noted there was no rule about limiting the
number of food pods in the community; they could both exist if the owners chose to build them
because food pods were allowable uses on those mixed-use zoned lots.

There was open conversation amongst the audience surrounding the idea of the City making the
trucks move after December 31 and questioning if the timeline could be extended if a pod was
actively being developed. Other questions were posed, such as, what did the Council want to be
known for, the definition of temporary in terms of self-containment and dumping grey water, why the
lot had to be paved, and whether or not the Chamber had been notified of anything. The City’s Public
Works Director, Jeff Buskirk, provided information on state regulations surrounding storm water
runoff, which had to be addressed when any lot was developed for use, as well as DEQ and OHA
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regulations for water connections, backflow devices, and dumping of grey water into the City’s
sanitary sewer and the health hazard risks those things posed to the entire community, not just that
one lot.

The owner of Retro Burger commented that they had been in compliance with Marion County’s
standards from the start, noting they connected to the water to fill their tank and then disconnected.
While they understood the changes in policy had been several years in the making, they wished they
could have participated from the start and that there had been better communication because they
would have attended the prior meetings when it was discussed and been happy to assist the property
owner in bringing things up to standards or at least had more time to research places to move to.

The owner of the Mexican food truck asked the Council to consider the request for extension, as they
were there to support the community and the owner had indicated he had already begun the process
of building a food pod but simply needed more time.

Discussion amongst the Council began with Mayor Myers clarifying for the public that the City wanted
the food trucks in town, pointing out the great value for the community. And, while he understood
where some of the confusion came from, he assured them their answers should not come from
Facebook and encouraged all of them to seek factual answers, to contact City staff, stop by City Hall,
etc., as nobody could function without the full picture and background. Councilor Kellogg added the
rules were not updated with the intent to get rid of the food trucks; they were established to make
sure the City’s ducks were in a row legally and it was his goal to help businesses to be in the
community. Mayor Myers clarified the amount of time Jay was requesting, which was 6 months, and
asked the City Manager about suspending the food truck/pod ordinance until that time. The City
Manager explained that method could not be done, cautioned the Council about setting a
precedence, and suggested instead that the Council could direct staff to stay any code enforcement
activity related to the food trucks on a specific property for a specific timeframe. Councilor Rossiter
commented that he would be willing to hold off if work was being done consistently to bring the
property in line with the code, noting it was not unlike the flexibility offered to the owner of the Jones
Building during that abatement case. All of the Council expressed their desire to keep the food trucks
in town and thanked everybody for coming, noting that they loved seeing the interest and
involvement of the community, and encouraged them to come more often. Councilor Kellogg needed
the nuts and bolts on what the Council wanted to do or not do by allowing more time, and wanted a
firm end date so it didn’t drag on.

In the end, Councilor Kellogg moved to direct staff to stay any abatement proceedings, associated
with Ordinance #732, on the two temporary food trucks located at 246 N 2" St. until either June 30,
2025 or when the food pod was completed in compliance with local, state, and county rules,
whichever comes first. Councilor Vickery seconded. Allin favor: Ayes —5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.
Break: 8:05pm; Reconvene: 8:18pm

5.2 2024 Preliminary Population Estimates — FYI, no discussion

VI. CONSENT AGENDA

Page 3 of 4



Councilor Watkins moved to approve and Councilor Rossiter seconded. Councilor Kellogg clarified the
purpose of the payments to Business Radio License was for the City’s handheld FM radios and Summit
Water Resources was for the required updates to the City’s water management & conservation plan.
All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

Vil. COMMITTEE/DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Chamber — Christmas at the Center festivities; light parade
Planning — no new info
Fire Board — new ambulance 2-3 years out; free event rentals for AED’s and loaner wheelchairs,

crutches, etc
School Board — plans in place to replace track; renamed facility after coach; increase in PERS expense

Library — no new info
MWACT/TAC/MPO - talk on expanding MPO to incorporate Corvallis
City Parks — no new info

VIIl.  VISITORS — None
IX. COUNCIL & STAFF COMMENTS

Mayor Myers had prepared a farewell letter to the citizens, which he shared with the Council. He
added that Council’s actions earlier that evening spoke well for the future, noting they listened, were
thoughtful, and came to a fair conclusion. He welcomed Kate Steele to the Council and expressed his
utmost thanks to everybody for their continued support, sharing how blessed his time had been
serving as Mayor, and commended staff for all the progress that had been made together.

X. ***EXECUTIVE SESSION*** ORS 192.660(2)(i) — Performance Evaluations of Public Officers
& Employees

Mayor Myers noted the ORS the Council and City Manager would be moving into the small conference
room to conduct and they exited at 8:42pm; reconvened into regular session at 8:49pm with a motion

from Councilor Hutley to approve a 1-step merit increase for Sarah Cook, City Manager. Councilor
Vickery seconded. All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

Xl ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Kellogg moved, seconded by Councilor Vickery. All were in
favor and the meeting closed at 8:50pm.
MINUTES APPROVED this 23" day of January, 2025.

David Mtkins, Mayor ﬂM

Safah Cook, City M‘z;aager/ Recorder
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