CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
August 8, 2024

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Myers, Bob Rossiter, David Watkins, Chandra Cruikshank, Charles
Vickery (zoom), Keonali Hutley (zoom)
COUNCILORS ABSENT: David Kellogg
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD

1 CALL TO ORDER — Mayor Myers called the meeting to order and led in the flag salute at
6:30pm.

L. WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. LOC Top 5 Legislative Priorities

Mayor Myers went down the row of Councilors seeking input on what topics were important to each
of them, adding his own thoughts at the end. The top selections were narrowed to 5 topics, which

the City Manager would report to the League.
B. Main St. Parking Concerns

In the absence of the business owner who expressed concerns, Mayor Myers summarized his
discussion with her, sharing some of the difficulties she was experiencing at her coffee shop with
boaters and floaters taking up parking space and loading/unloading in front of her business, causing
congestion on the sidewalk at the entrance to her business. Mayor Myers recognized it was a
seasonal issue but there was and had always been a downtown parking problem. He wondered about
a different approach, noting the season would be ending soon and the Council would have ample
time to figure something out for next year.

General discussion ensued amongst the Council, with suggestions from leaving it alone because it was
only a problem for 2 months, to implementing a limited time parking zone, such as 30 minutes or 2-
hours, or eliminating parking on one side. It was pointed out that without full time police coverage,
enforcement would be handled to the best of their ability when they were present and there would
likely be some people that simply got away without a citation. There was a general understanding
that the influx of people to the area during those months was good for the local businesses; however,
there was no real simple answer to address the parking problem. The Council thought this would be a
good topic to bring back to a future Worksession.

. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve, seconded by Councilor
Watkins. Allin favor: Ayes —5, Opposed —0.  APPROVED.

. VISITORS — None
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V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Jeff Buskirk pointed out that the 5 street improvement project would begin in about a week. Sarah
Cook attended the Small Cities meeting in Monmouth, shared the success of another National Night
Out, as well as her trip to Klamath Falls to attend the Mayor’s Conference awards ceremony where

Mayor Myers was surprised with the Small Cities Mayor Award of the Year. ®

Mayor Myers noted he had met the new Superintendent, Dawn. There was a new elementary school
principal as well. He provided a synopsis of the Mayor’s Association Conference he attended,
expressing his deep gratitude for the recognition, noting it was because of all of them that he was
able to be the successful Mayor that he was. He went on to talk about the importance of local voices
and partnerships. He discussed the idea of inviting various groups and organizations to Council to
discuss what was important to them about downtown revitalization and how to make the downtown
better.

VL. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Watkins moved; seconded by Councilor Rossiter. All were in
favor and the meeting closed at 7:20pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 26" day of September, 2024.

Michael D. Myers, I\;Iayox/

ATTEST:

ual ok

Sérah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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