CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession

July 11, 2024
6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Michael Myers, David Kellogg, David Watkins, Chandra
Cruikshank, Charles Vickery, Keonali Hutley
COUNCILORS ABSENT: Bob Rossiter
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD, Deputy Connelly, MCSO

I CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Myers called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and
led in the flag salute.

. WORKSESSION TOPICS

A. Recommendation for Bid Award Re: 5" Street Improvement Project

Councilor Kellogg noted the recommendation was for the least expensive bid and wondered if there
was any reason they should consider a different contractor. Jeff Buskirk did not have any concerns,
noting they would have a scope of work to follow and if something wasn’t right, they would have to
correct it. He shared that the City engineer had worked with them on another project in Aumsville
and was pleased with their work.

The Public Works Director explained the project would update 5% street to current standards, which it
currently was not, making it a full width street. The funds to pay for the project would come from
various sources, including the street improvement fund, storm drain fund, ARPA funds, and the SCA
Grant, also noting 5™ Street would one day be a major collector north and south from Jefferson-Scio
Drive to Cemetery Hill Rd. Councilor Watkins was concerned with the amount of money, noting it
could be better spent elsewhere. Mayor Myers said prices weren’t going down and he had shared the
project with other Mayor’s, all of whom felt the City was getting a great deal. Councilor Hutley saw it
as an investment in the future growth of the City. Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the
recommendation of Westech Engineering to award the 5™ Street project to Wurdinger Excavating.
Councilor Hutley seconded. Allin favor: Ayes — 4, Opposed — 1 (Watkins). APPROVED.

B. Resolution# 1102, Establishing Fees for Lots Within the Jefferson Cemetery & Repealing
Resolution# 1037

Sarah Cook provided background, noting the Council had previously reviewed comparisons of
cemetery plot prices from around the state and requested the change in fees to include
inside/outside rates and language to increase fees annually for COLA. Councilor Hutley moved to
approve, seconded by Councilor Vickery. All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed — 0. APPROVED.

C. Resolution# 1103, Setting the COLA for FY 2024-25 to Establish Adjustment of Employee
Wages, Water & Sewer Rates, and Cemetery Burial Spaces, Based on the CPI
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Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the resolution; seconded by Councilor Watkins. All in favor: Ayes
-5, 0pposed—0.  APPROVED.

D. Resolution# 1104, Announcing the Official Name and Grand Opening of New Park Located at
280 Mill St. and Adopting City Park Rules & Regulations

Councilor Watkins was pleased to see it come together and moved to approve the resolution.
Councilor Kellogg seconded. Discussion: Councilor Vickery questioned item #9 related to weapons.
After some discussion it was agreed by the Council to strike the latter part of the sentence, so it would
read “Weapons: No person shall discharge firearms, air guns, bow and arrows, slingshots or other
types of weapons at City parks.” Mayor Myers wondered about renting the entire park versus just the
pavilion, since it was such a small park; however, Councilor Kellogg pointed out that others should not
be prevented from enjoying other parts of the park, such as viewing the river, simply because the
pavilion was reserved, to which all agreed. With an amendment made to the resolution after the
motion, Council agreed to let the motion fail. Councilor Kellogg moved to approve the resolution as
amended, seconded by Councilor Vickery. All in favor: Ayes -5, Opposed —0. ~ APPROVED.

E. Request for Review of Cemetery Policies Re: Grave Marker Decorations

Lyle Johnson - Scravel Hill, Albany, addressed the Council about cemetery rules he felt were outdated,
explaining his poles and flower baskets had been removed from his wife’s grave on numerous
occasions. He suggested changing the rules to separate different types of decoration, because some
lasted and looked nice longer, such as artificial flowers, real flowers/pots, plants, and ornaments, in
addition to allowing décor to extend 6” around headstones. He expressed his extreme frustration
with his items being removed by the Caretaker, noting the amount of money he had spent on them
time and again. Mr. Johnson also requested that it be permissible for individuals to maintain their
own gravesites with tools, equipment, etc.

After hearing the concerns, Mayor Myers sought feedback from the Council. Councilor Kellogg
indicated he would want to talk with staff about how much time was added to the work load having
to get on and off the mower to move things, and, in regard to tending to ones own gravesite, given
the liability concerns it would place on the City, he would not likely ever allow it. Councilor Hutley
understood his concerns on a personal level; however, she too had to consider any risk of liability for
the City. Councilor Vickery didn’t see how anyone could be injured with an electric blower and
thought Mr. Johnson took good care of his space and the rules should be updated. Councilor
Cruikshank felt for him, but noted she needed to tread lightly and keep the City side of things in mind.

Mr. Johnson added he had belongings stolen from the grounds as well, and had witnessed a drug
deal, and further offered to contribute $100 toward a trail camera if it could be pointed in a way that
included his wife’s burial space. Mayor Myers noted he had 5 family members buried in the Jefferson
Cemetery and upon the purchase of the plots he had read the rules and accepted them. He
cautioned Council on assigning more work to an already limited staff and thought it would be a poor
decision to act on a complaint; to change or create policy that fit an individual rather than the whole,
particularly when someone continues to do what they want intentionally, even after knowing the
rules. Some ideas were mentioned, including adding blowing off headstones to the Caretakers tasks,
creating a mowing schedule and notifying the public, and calling/texting Mr. Johnson so he could
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move his items before mowing . Both the City Manager and Public Works Director pointed out the
caretaker position was “as-needed”, meaning there was no set work schedule. The mowing depended
on her availability, the weather, season, time change, and pointed out the City’s rules were just
updated the prior year by the sitting Council and mimicked the rules of every other cemetery
researched, in terms of how they handled gravesite décor. Mr. Johnson became angry and insisted if
the Council wasn’t going to improve the rules he would have Capital Monument drill holes in the
headstone and cement his poles in for baskets to hang on, so they couldn’t be removed at all.
Additional attempts to discuss the matter calmly were undertaken by the Mayor and Councilor
Kellogg; however, Mr. Johnson abruptly left the meeting stating he would take care of it his own way.

F. Review Psilocybin Ban — Discussion/No Materials

Mayor Myers asked for the topic to come back after the Council had discussed it at a previous
meeting and decided upon moving forward with another temporary ban. He expressed his thoughts
that putting an outright ban before the voters was the better option for the community, noting there
were much more full-service cities providing the service and it would truly be a challenge for
Jefferson, given there wasn’t even a clinic in town for day to day medical needs. He thought another
2-yr ban was kicking the can down the road and asked the Council to reconsider letting the voters
decide upon a full ban. The Council agreed unanimously and staff would proceed with next steps.

. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

Councilor Watkins moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Vickery. Discussion: Councilor Kellogg
inquired about an employee reimbursement for work boots, to which staff explained the PPE that was
provided, and also the annual support payment to Caselle, the City’s municipal government software.
All in favor: Ayes — 5, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

V. VISITORS

Patti Ball commented on the COLA, noting that after the $15 public safety fee, people might be upset.
Wendy Sampels asked how she could obtain a mid-month reading to gauge her water usage.

V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Chandra Cruikshank, in regard to Mr. Johnson, felt if any one person came before the Council on any
topic, they were worth hearing. Councilor Vickery shared a scenario with Deputy Connelly that had
taken place at his neighbors and was concerned with the lack of follow up.

VI. ADJOURNMENT - Councilor Hutley moved to adjourn and Councilor Kellogg seconded. All
were in favor and the meeting closed at 8pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 22" day of August, 2024.
ATTEST:

L), 1 Dol Lot

Safah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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