CITY OF JEFFERSON
Council Worksession
June 13, 2024

6:30pm
COUNCILORS PRESENT: Mayor Myers, David Watkins, David Kellogg, Bob Rossiter, Chandra
Cruikshank, Charles Vickery, Keonali Hutley
COUNCILORS ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Cook, CM/R; Jeff Buskirk, PWD

I CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE — Mayor Myers called the meeting to order at 6:30pm and
led in the flag salute

il WORKSESSION TOPICS
A. Lease Agreement w/JSD Re: Splash Pad Park

Sarah Cook provided background on the process the initial lease draft had undergone, pointing out
specific changes in proposed language to include a 15 year early termination clause. She noted the
school board would be reviewing the document for adoption at their upcoming board meeting and
she was seeking Council approval of the same. Councilor Watkins moved to approve the lease as
presented, pending any changes from JSD that would bring it back to Council. Councilor Rossiter
seconded. Discussion: Councilor Kellogg expressed concern about the 15 year termination clause,
worried about how long it took from planning and designing to making it happen. Mayor Myers
explained the reasoning behind getting the lease in place first, noting it was a chicken or the egg type
of decision where the City didn’t want to invest time and money into engineering and designing
something that may or may not come to be, should the school district deny the lease. He was very
confident in how staff had addressed projects over the years and was not at all worried about
whether or not it could be done. Because the City did not own any other adequate land suitable for a
splash pad, the alternative would be to do nothing and wait until enough money could be saved to
purchase such a property and go from there. Sarah Cook pointed out the clause in the lease that
provided the City with an 18 month grace period to determine if the splash pad park would be
feasible, at which point they could decide to withdraw without any harm done and further noted her
awareness of the Council’s desire for it to be a high priority project. All in favor: Ayes —5, Opposed —
1. (Kellogg) ~ APPROVED.

B. FY 2024-25 Police Services Contract Renewal

Councilor Kellogg pointed out that language in section 5.18 indicated the City Council would have final
approval on deputy assignments to Jefferson, which he thought would be nice. Sarah Cook noted she
was involved in the interview and selection process of the deputies assigned to Jefferson, and the
selected deputy was introduced to the Council during a public meeting; however, the Council was not
typically involved in a final decision. Other Councilors commented they didn’t feel qualified to make
such a final decision, nor would they be working directly with the individual deputy, or were simply
fine with the current process of meeting the deputy once selected by the panel; therefore, asked to
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strike that language in the contract. Councilor Watkins moved to approve the FY 2024-25 contract
with MCSO as amended. Councilor Hutley seconded. All in favor: Ayes —6, Opposed —0. APPROVED.

C. Review Temporary Ban on Psilocybin

Mayor Myers went down the table to hear each Councilor’s thoughts about the options going forward
as provided in their materials. Councilor Watkins commented that while it was not an issue in town
currently, it could become one, so he felt extending the ban another 2 years should be put forth to
the voters. Councilor Kellogg and Rossiter agreed with extending the temporary ban, but would be
fine with banning it permanently as well. Councilor Hutley had been following the subject and knew
the state was still working out details; therefore, she would agree with a 2-yr extension to allow more
time and Councilor Cruikshank agreed. Staff would bring back ballot materials for an additional 2-year
ban.

. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE — Councilor Rossiter moved to approve, seconded by Councilor
Watkins. Discussion: Clarification was made on the expense of preserving headstones at
the Cemetery, noting grant funds had been used in the prior year and the City was using
in-house funds for the second round of repairs. All in favor: Ayes — 6, Opposed — 0.
APPROVED.

Iv. VISITORS

Patti Ball was seeking interest from the Council in participating in the Heroes Day parade, to which
they all agreed. She also commented on the need for a new Welcome to Jefferson sign and hoped the

Council wouldn’t focus solely on the splash pad park.
V. COUNCIL/STAFF COMMENTS

Charles shared about an incident that went on next door to his house in which a 911 call was made
and he expressed concern about the lack of police response.

Mayor Myers reminded all of Heroes Day on June 22" and also expressed the great importance of
having a quorum for the next Council meeting to ensure the end of year budget and other documents
were approved.

VL. ADJOURNMENT — Councilor Watkins moved to approve, seconded by Councilor Kellogg.
All were in favor and the meeting closed at 7:28pm.

MINUTES APPROVED this 25" day of July, 2024.
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rah Cook, City Manager/Recorder
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